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The International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy is an open access, blind peer-reviewed
journal that publishes critical research about challenges confronting criminal justice systems around the
world. The Journal is committed to democratising quality knowledge production and dissemination.
The Journal publishes four issues per year and authors can submit and publish at no cost - there are no
APCs (Article Processing Charges).
GUIDELINES FOR BOOK REVIEWS
The IJCJSD’s book review editor, Dr Michael Chataway, invites scholars to review books.
Reviews should not be descriptive or summarise content but provide a critical evaluation and/or analysis
of the book and its contribution to the field. It is not just about the ‘what?’, but also about the ‘so what?’
factor of the book.
Reviews should be written for a non-specialist audience and outline the strengths and any weaknesses of
the book, taking into account the author/s aims in writing the book and supporting any evaluation of the
book with relevant evidence. In evaluating the contribution of the book you might consider the thesis
and/or purpose of the book, authors expertise, relationship of the book with other work in its field, use of
evidence, its intended audience, its scope and structure.
A typical structure for a book review consists of introduction, background information, summary of the
books main points, evaluation of the book and conclusion.
Book reviews are a maximum of 1,200 words and are generally not less than 900 words in length.
Please format reviews as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Double spaced
12 times new roman point font
Save manuscript as a word document
Avoid use of citations and footnotes
Number all pages

At the top of the review, please provide the following information:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

book author/s,
publication date,
title,
publisher,
place of publication,
page numbers,
cost,
ISBN.

SUBMITTING BOOK REVIEWS: PROCESS
Before submitting your book review, please ensure you have adhered to the following guidelines for
presentation.
1. Register with the journal as an author https://www.crimejusticejournal.com/user/register
2. When you register you should provide, under metadata, details including academic position and
affiliation, a short biography, URL to your home page (if applicable), email, mailing address and
telephone numbers. A short bio is important as, once published, these details are displayed on the
abstract page of the Journal. You may also include an ORCID ID
3. Please ensure the submission has been proof-read, professionally edited and is publication ready.
4. Manuscripts should be uploaded electronically, using one of the preferred formats: Microsoft
Word or a compatible word document.

For all queries, please contact Book Review Editor
Dr Michael Chataway
michael.chataway@qut.edu.au
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